
Fauvism on the Farm 
Lesson Plan 

Description 
Students will  explore the Fauvist movement by creating their own unique rendering of a farm animal from an 
up-close, face-to-face perspective. They will  use Fauvism as inspiration to design vibrant, non-naturalistic 
colored animals. Bosque Farms if a terrific source so if you are able to allow the students to observe and draw 
then all  the better.  

Level 
Beginner 

Areas of Study 
• Animals 
• Drawing 
• Color 

Collections 
Animals Past & Present 

 

Lesson Objectives 
• Students will practice drawing a variety of sketches of farm animals 
• Students will draw an outline form of a farm animal from an upclose, face-to-face perspective 
• Students will color animals with non-naturalistic, vivid colors 
• Students will examine the work of famous Fauvists, such as Henri Matisse, Marc Chagall, and 

Paul Cezanne 
• Students will write a response about their chosen animal in its environment 

Teaching Strategies 
• Introduce the work, history, and influence of Fauvist artists 
• Explain that artists are allowed to change something to make it more understandable 



• Demonstrate how to draw and color an up-close, linear picture of an animal 
• Talk about the environment where farm animals are usually found and present alternative ideas 

Time Requirements 
• Teacher Prep Time: 30 minutes 
• Demonstration Time: 15 minutes 
• Student Studio Time: 1 hour 

Supplies and Materials 
• White paper 
• Pencils 
• Erasers 
• Oil pastels or crayons 
• Drawing paper 
• Examples of Fauvism artwork 

 

Step 1: Review Fauvism 

Review examples of Fauvism artwork. Discuss characteristics of Fauvism. 

 
 

Step 2: Practice Drawing Animals 
Practice drawing animals.  Simplify the shapes. 

 



Step 3: Draw the Final Image 

Create a final drawing of the chosen animal on the 12” x 12” white sulphite paper. 

 

Step 4: Outline the Drawing 

Outline the pencil lines in brightly colored oil pastels, or crayons 

 

Step 5: Color Picture 

Color inside the lines using Fauvist-inspired colors 

 

Step 6: Add a Background 

Add a background using Fauvist-inspired colors. Option: write a short story about the animal that 
includes the animal’s environment, and explains why the colors are bright and bold instead of realistic. 



 

National Standards 

Creating: 
• VA:Cr2.1.Ka Through experimentation, build skills in various media and approaches to art-

making 
• VA:Cr2.1.1a Explore use of materials and tools to create works of art or design 

Responding: 
• VA:Re.7.1.2a Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and 

constructed environments. 

  



WHAT IS FAUVISM? 
The term “les Fauves” or “the wild beasts” was first used in the early 1900s to describe a group of 
French painters that used bright, bold, and strong colors instead of representational or realistic ones. 
For example, instead of using pale beiges and browns for skin color, Fauvists used blues and greens. At 
the time, using pure color like this was very controversial. Fauvism was the art movement that 
eventually led to abstraction. 

 

Three Qualities of Fauvist Artwork 

1. Bold and bright colors 
2. Big, broad brushstrokes and fields of color 
3. Shows how the artist feels about the painting rather than what the painting is 

Famous Fauvists 

• Henri Matisse 
• Andre Derain 
• Vincent van Goh 
• Paul Gauguin 
• Georges Seurat 
• Paul Cezanne 



 

HISTORY 

Henri Matisse originally went to school to become a lawyer in 1887, but two years later his mother 
bought him art supplies following his bout with appendicitis.  Painting brought Matisse so much joy that 
he left law school for the art school Academie Julian I 1891.  Originally Matisse painted still-lifes and 
landscapes, but he was also a draughtsman, printmaker and sculptor. 

KNOWN FOR 

Matisse was a struggling artist for the majority of his career.  However, he is known for being one of the 
founding members of the “Fauves” group.  Fauvism was a movement in the early 20th century that used 
strong colors that would not ordinarily be found in still-life or landscape. 

CAREER 

In 1896, Matisse was an associate member of Societe Nationale, meaning that yearly he could show his 
work without needing to submit it for review at Salon de la Societe.  Originally Fauvism was unliked.  In 
fact, foreigners appreciated Matisse’s work more than his fellow Frenchmen.  As his career continued, 
Matisse became close friends with well-known figures such as Pablo Picasso and Gertrude Stein. 
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